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No.B343
*46,/345 /a7

’QIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Athens
preSents his compliments to H.M.P.S,0f S. for F.A.
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned
documents. P Sm——..

13th;September,, 1

Reference to previous correspondence: =~ - g}D/
Foreign Office telegram No.187 of 1llth Sept.
Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date, Subject.

——— e —

Note Verbale to Illegal Jewish
Ministry of Foreign immigration - granting
Affairs No,410 : of Greek registration
(46/345/47) of 13th to CORINA.

September, 1947
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| L tr's Mase
Mv_pmxtnum to ﬁ’:: Boyal Hellenis mmt; .
Peret, amu and on the tuotmctmm ot:mt o

rav the umm»n of

tht llnnl mnmu mmai m the mnmu uttu.

repor he 500-ten moter 'f ensel Oos _M { f '
sfantu moms) whieh is fitted !?Qr ying _ncul,
Jewiah anu and whieh lwld‘ a perm unn

Rowmanian waters, is about t¢ sail £ ‘hﬂ& nin
sxder to obtain a vauhm eeﬁtﬂu» of Mn

reglstration ru:n Gresk @omunwmm at
Is g:m

i

His Najesty's Governuent beiieve thas tm.n
veasel will aaw‘ to enbark illegal Jewish tmumu
from Beumania and Shey m snxious to prewent hey -
departure., HNis iiajesty's Zubassy have therefers Mwe:
instrueted to request the Royal Government te imi t
the Gresk Uonsul-Gsneral at Istandul net te grant Gve
registration to the Corina and to inform the Rew
Governmgnut that Gnsk mmnmtmu will not e mm

| t0 hepr,

His Majesty's Budassy «au themselves of this
epportunity to remew o the Royal Hellenic Kinistvy of
- Poveign Affairs the wmmmc of their htmlt )

considaration,

18th September, 1947

67878 [TLE [OF I

NOONOT ‘301440 Q¥023M 5)178nd 3H1 40 LHO1¥ALOD

I

TTTTT]

LR




3 )
- e E il I /
No. 3?5 /Y @;),&M/{,‘ﬁ;xé HEAY. r_gn:: B 7 \“é
(16/355/17) é
g IS Majesty’'s  Ambassador ot  Athens
g H'}.\!IQPQSCSO fOI‘ Fo;\.o

ents his compliments to
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned~

documents.

British........ TmhASSY ...
Athens :

Reference to previous correspondence: N
fRef. _g‘tphens Desvpatch No. 31,3 of 13th Sevtember

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. I Subject.

l

Copy of Note Verbale l Roumsnian ship

No. 39987 from Greek } "Corina®.
|

M.Foae
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Le Ministére Royal des Aiffaires Etrangéres oré-

sente ses compliments & 1'Ambassade de Sa Majesté Britannique

et a 1l'honneur d'accuser récevtion de la note sub Wo. 410

qu'elle a bien voulu lui adresser le 13 de ce wois au

sujet du navire roumain "Corina®.

Le Ministére Royal n'a pas manqué de donner au
Consul Géhéral de Gréce 4 TIstamboul des instructions dans
le sens de la note précitée.

Le Ministére Royal des “‘ffaires ntrangeres saisit
cette ovcasion de renouveler 4 1'imbassade de Sa Majesté

Britannique les assurances de sa trés haute considération.

Athénes, le 18 septembre 1947.

301440 Q¥023¥ ) 11804 3H1 40 LHOI1¥ALOd
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BRITISH EMBASSY, ~ =

PARIS.

12th September, 10U
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With the Compliments
of His Majesty’s Embassy.

J.he able, i£85C.,
western Tiepartment,
Foreign Office,
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British Embassy,

Paris.
412¢th September, 1947.

I attach a translation of a letter addressed

to me on 5th September, 1947, BY Monsieur Ocana, First
Secretary of the Panamanian Legation here, about the

"Northlands".

Unless the lists, which were attached to

the original of this letter, and which we heave not
geen, are toco long, we would be grateful if you could
furnieh us with s copy, at the same time sending e
copy to the Eastern Department of the Foreign Office.
Failing that, we would be interested to receive your-
comments on the lists and an indication of their morse

significent contents.
to learn in what way tbh

Wwe would also be glad
and whether the Consul

reertified correct”,
n's word for 1%, If 80, We
int

shall be justified in registering a strong compla
%e had indeed hoped

about his lack of cooperation.
that he would bestir himself to the extent of going on
board the vessel to see for himself, but if that was toe
much for him one would have expected the statements of
the Mast to have been certified correct by someone
other than the Master!

JusLafay

31440 Q¥0I3¥ 9178Nd IHL 40 LHD14A40D

lists were
simply took the Captal
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G.A. Crussley

BedeM ]!ldl!ﬂl. E8Q., O B.E.,
Britieh consul,
!ﬂﬂfth.ﬂE‘o




Paris 5th September,
)O

I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your
letter of the 2nd instant and of the copy of the "Paducalb

mani fest.

With regard to the suepicions aroused by this ship
owing to the tremendous quantity of foodstuffs and
accessories she carries, I should inform you that the
Legation has given clear instructions to our Consul at
Bordeaux so that he may take the necessary steps to pre-
vent her taking clandestine passengers aboard.

Regarding your desire to learn the reasons why our
Consul changed his previously susplcious attitude towards
the "Northlands", I have pleasure in transcribing below
the pertiinent passage of his note dated 27th August.

"Later, HeM. Consul here visited me to inform me of
certain suspicions he harboured that the "Northlends"
(the raducah had sailed on the 3rd August) was undergoing

interior repairs and had embarked provisions and accesser-
ies out of proportion to the traffic authorised by her
licence. With the object of verifying these suspicions,
I requested the Captain of the ship, through the medium
of the ship's agent, to send me certified and exact lists
of the provisions on board and of the complementary
nautical gear, The ship's agent, in a letter of the 19th
instant, told me thet he would send them within a post or
two, as the Captain had promised to make them out
immediately; as seven days passed without the Consulate
having received the 1lists, I too shared the English
consul's suspicions, supposing that the delay in sending
me the lists requested was engineered with the object of
gaining time, in the hope that once the fine impesed by tic
French Government mmixfsxxwiizhxihuxidmxthknnizixuxaxhuk
on the Exodus 47, and for which the "Northlands" was held,
was cancelled or paid, this latter might be able to put

to sea without sending me the lists, It was then I

went to the Maritime Inspection at Bayonne and to the
w»Cabinet du Ministére de la Marine", at the same time

/telegraphing....

321440 Q40238 2178Nd IHL 40 LHD 1¥A4OD

NOONOT

;!

A

i
iy

’é
%}ﬂ% %
iR
WA
\‘{




)

‘a’ telegraphing to you at the Legation esking that you

should _'ne‘t.ot authorise the departurc of the
"Northlands¥,” Last night, the 26th instant (August)
the ship's agent in Bayonne and a representative of
the ship's chandler arrived, bringing me the above
mentioned lists, which I attach, and as there is
nothing in them to indicate that they exceed the

nacessities of a normal voyage, and as they are signed. ;f;[yéff” '

and sealed and certified correct by the Captain
responsible, this Consulate does not see any reason

‘for any saction against this panamanian. ship, andfinﬁﬁf'ffm¢¢>nﬁ
consequence would not proceed to detain her if the pert : w

authorities grant the nscessary sailing suthorisation.

Being of this opinion, and after having sent a
copy of the above mentioned lists to the Consul of
HoM.G. in this city, for his information, I have
telegraphed to the Maritime Inspection in Bayonne
cancelling my previous letter, and to your Legation
with the same objeect,

(Sgd.) Luis Ruixz

Consul of Panamé.

I take this opportunity tq assure you of my most
distinguished consideration, etc. etec. |

NOOWOT ‘31440 Q¥OI3¥ 5178nd 3INHL 40 1HD18A40OD
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SECRET £
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WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cygjher or confidential code!
message, and the text must first be paraphrased” if it is essentfal Ecomwm’ to}
: 1CES. s oy '

persons outside British or Allied Government $er

(*NoTg : Messages shown as having been sent in a Ope-Time Pad:
«Q.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.); D

) . 181252/38ptember.
From: ¢, in g, Mediterrancan, bDate: 18.9,i7

| Reca: 1709
SECRETEX

TO: Admiralty,

WO
I woula like to pe sure that the earliest possible

‘information is receivec
o . da orf an si N R
N£?$§§§geg# 1n the plack sealgOrtg?sogépfgeparatlon’ loading
near B;d%&;S we%lias °T the four suspect sggég :?a i

*. 1% 1s requested that any 1ntelligéncg801n

réceived by the porei '
_ L) H gn Orffi :
may be signalleq without'delgs.from their representatives

appears possible ang
arrest. Early warni
Patrol to be reij

thererfore lmportant,

@ cOnsiderable force’to
S %0 enable the ;
a8 economically ag pOSsiblga%:Stlne

181252

5% Tora. sent 1925/18
Tst 3,1,,(3)

TJ.G.N‘ SO

A,C. N, S,

Naval Secretary

Secretary

.(5) for action
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WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased® if it is essential to communicate it to
persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE : Mesgages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad:
. ““O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

e

 §

1917554/ September,

TTTTTT

Date., 19-9-47.

Tos C. in C. Med, (Afloat)
Info.C, in C. Medo Malta)t

i

SECRETEX.

From. Aémiralty.

TMPORTANT
Your 181252. Sefi : instructed their .

representative at Sofia, Puchares ~1d Anltara accordingly.

Text of Foreign Office message i passed to you.

official of RBilgarian Vinistry of IFPoreign Affairs
states PADUCAH left Varna September 12th and is now at
Bourgase. He states vessel will be guarded but it is
not certain whether she would be denied services.

2e

B No further intelligence of NORTHLANDS.

301440 Q¥0234 317804 3H1 40 LHO1¥A4Od

4, CORINA at Macin near Braila may sail for Istanbul
vessel is not

to endeavour to obtain Greek registry.
expected to carry Jews on this voyage. Foreign Office
have asked Greek Government to refuse the request,

67819 / 4 U:I,

NOQ N0

1917654,

for D.N.I. (1293)

1St Lordo

1st S.IL. (3)

VeCoeNeSa

p&‘C‘N.SU

Naval Secretarye.

Secretary.

UeS.Se

OODO és
2

M. (8)
D.N.I. (5)
D. of P,
D,




Registry
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Fop-Seereh.
Feeres.
Confidential.
Reetniete

Draft.

ANGoR j X(,

BUCHARE Nf %’0
SOFIA /7)4' 418

Teleq ram

c.JM

Repeat to :— .-
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A

(Date)

EreCier.
Corte.
Cypher.
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Cypher/0TP 'DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1.

FROM_FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA  No. 786
BUCHAREST No. 980

SOFIA No, 1275

September 10th,1947, D, 7,15 p.ii Sep{gﬁger 19th,

Repeated to C=in~C, Mediterraneen

JJJ

QONFIDENTIAL
Jewish illegal immigretion,
Please repeat all telegrams about movement,
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loading or preparation of suspect ships to
C-in=-C, iediterranesn,
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Cypher/0TP

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

lir. Ashley Clarke, | D. 2.12,p.m. September 20th,
1947,

No, EQ%
September 20th, 197, Re 24304 Pele Scptcmbcrlgi;p'

6 6666

- Please pass follewing to Admiralty far
C@mmanderuinPChlef liediterranean,

To: Conmander-in~Chief Mediterranean (Admirdlty
please pass).

INFO: Admiralty;

From: B,N.A. Paris.

Secret,

Cengul Rouen reports Pan York expected te
sail te-day 20th frem Reuen to Berdeaux. 0Oil fuel

refused at Brest and Rouen,

o, It is highly prebable this ship is fer
Jewigh traffic.

201217,

»
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Cypher/OTP l DEPARTUMNTAL NO. 1.
FROM ANGORA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir D. Kelly De 10.27 a.m. 20th September 1947
No. 658 Re 1.50 PeR. 20th September 1947

19th September 1947

Repeated to  Bucharest
Moscow
Sofia

sl .. ; —— - 7
’ 4 "'
CONFIDENTTAL N ' ' '
t 5 sy ¢ -
. Vg G : i WS
e o T ey Y S

e O )
Your telegram No. 900 [sic] to Bucharest:
Northlands. | |

dinistry of Foreign Affairs have no news of
Northlands since she passed into the Black Sea but
have telegraphed to their Consul at Varns to look

out for her.

Foreign Office repeat to Bucharest and iloscow
as ny telegrams Nos. 10 and 18 respectively.

[Repeated to Bucharest and iloscow].
s&gdpy sent to iliddle Rast Secretariat].
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23rd se ) ,
m:sg J'mm;? » 1947

RS TG i
Dear Higham,

Confirming my telephomne advise,
"ASSARGE" sails under the Eire flag, and
we agreed you would take further action with
the Commonwealth Relations Office.

I am sending copies to Cable, Evershed
and Sehurr,

Yours - sine

(8g9) F. C. RENNIE
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"ESTRICTED.

o

" Je161 1 oau
ffJ :. C b dor Montevideo
\”oms Majesty's AMP28BRCOE o crtitany. of State

presents his compliments to for Foreign Affairs. N
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned B

documenbs.
British. BMPASSY.s....cvvvrennen. O SR N

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooo

3
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, pacd
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N o
Name and Date. - n
-
— . . m
To Under-Secretary g
for Foreign Affeirs. o
b -]
28th August 1947. g
' o
From Under-Secretar | - =
. ® v Jewish Illegal -
for Foreign Affairs. } m
2nd September. . Emigrants in- §
~ | 8.8. "PADUCAH". - 8
To Under-Secretary . =
for Foreign Affairs.
6th September 1947.
(Copy to Chancery,
Moscow)
- | e 34794 28518—1 (8) c-



(Enclosure No. 1 in Montevideo despatch No. 161 of the 12th September 1947).

t :
' "\) [

;
gLl weae

BRITISH LMBASSY,
MOIITEVIDEO.

28th August 1947.

Sir,

I have to inform you that, according to

information received by His Majesty's

Government in the United Kingdom, it is

understood that a party of illegal Jewish

emigrants is about to embark at the Roumanian

port of Constanza in the s.s. "PADUCAE" en

route to Palestine and that this party is said

to possess Uruguayan visas.

Since in certain other similar cases it
has been found that foreign visas held by
illegal Jewish emigrants were fraudulent, I
have been instructed by His Majesty's Principal

Secretary of State to enquire whether the issue
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of any appreciable number of visas to Jewish

NOQ N0

emigrants from Roumania has, in fact, been
authorised by the Govermment of this Republic.
If, as seems possible, such visas are fraudulent
in the present case also, and this is cénfirmed
by the Urugusyan Government, an assurance to

this effect would greatly assist His Majesty's

Representative at Bucharest in taking action in

respect of the party in question.

I should/

Doctor Tomas J. dé la Fuente,
‘Under-Secretary in charge of

the Department of Foreign Affairs,
MONTEVIDEO.




2.

I should therefore be most grateful if I
might be informed at the earliest possible
moment whether the issue of any such visas has
~in fact beeﬁ authorised by the Uruguayan

guthorities and, if an assurance can be given

that no such authorisation has been issued, if

this might be communicated also direct by the

Uruguayan Government to the Government of the

U.5.5.R. |
I evail myself of this opportunity. to

renew to you, Sir, the assurance of my highest

consideration.

(signed)’ Gordon Vereker.
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2 in Montevideo ddéspatch No. 161 of 12th September, 1947).
57

(Translation) :
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
MONTEVIDEO.
2nd September, 1947.
(recd. 3rd Sept.)

osure No.

Sir,

TTTTTTT

In reply to Your Excellency's Note No. 142 of the
28th August, I have pleasure in informing you that this
Department of State addressed the following telegrams to
the Uruguayan Consul at Bucharest, without so far having

obtained a reply:-

I

T

"29th August, 1947. Report urgently if you have
granted visas. If so, state in what character and

to what persons'.

n]1st September, 1947. Urge reply my telegram 29th
August. Failure tor eply may cause serious
disciplinary action to be taken".

The Uruguayan Legation at Moscow for its part sent the
following telegram to this Department of State on the 30th

August:-

"B 1122. British Embassy asks me ascertain if our
Government authorised visas Jewish families Constantza
ready embark steamer "PADUCAH" Panamanian flag and
chartered New York. British Representative in Roumania
believes local authorities possibly may not be able
intervene efficaciously to prevent embarkation and
departure vessel with persons calculated to number
500 in event of not receiving help from Soviet
authorities. British Embassy, Moscow, entrusted

with this matter, asks for official information

regarding supposed Uruguayan visas prior to :
order to prevent embarkation

requesting Soviet help in

and journey to Constantza-Haifa in accordance

undertakings Resolution on Palestine problem New York
T await telegraphic reply.

Meeting 1l5th May last.
Sampognaro".

P

LR
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A reply to the above telegram has to-day been sent
as follows:=- |

"Reference B 1122. Gove
visas. If Uruguayan Consu
them, they should be regar
of fact that he would have exceede
omission request prior authorisation fro

roment did not authorise such
1, Bucharest, has granted
ded as invalid, in view

d his powers by
mGovernment".

I am, etc.,
(signed) Tomds J. de la Fuente.

His Excellency,
Gordon G.M. Vereker, Esq., C.M.G., M.C.,

etc., etc., etc.,




. N

Montevideo despatch No. 161 of 12th September, 1947.

.

No. 149.  BRITISH EMBASSY, ,Q <
MONTEVIDEO. |

6th September, 1947.

Sir,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your

Note of the 2nd September (DG.388/947) in which

you were kind enough to transmit to me the

texts of the telegrams sent by the Department

of State to the Uruguayan Consul in Bucharest

with regard to the issue of visas, as also the

text of the telegram sent by the Uruguayan

Legation in Moscow regarding the same matter,

:aaua;a[ay

and the reply sent by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. I note that no reply has yet been

received to the two telegrams addressed to

Bucharest.
In thanking you for your good offices

in this matter, I avail myself of this

opportunity to r enew to you, Sir, the

NOONOT ‘331440 ONOI3¥ 517804 3H1 40 LHO1¥ALOD

assurance of my highest consideration.

(signed) Gordon Vereker.,

Doctor Tomds J. de la Fuente,

Under-Secretary in charge of

the Department of Foreign Affairs,

Montevideo.
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22nd September, 1947

\,.—ﬂﬁ
»

T

Dear Evershed,

: As arranged, I have made enquiries whether denial of
insurance on the London market would be of advantage in respect
of delaying suspeet ships., From the adviee reeeived, it is
considered it muet be aceepted that no reputable £irm would
usual terms and eohditioms,

accept business o other than the
These would be in respeet of Marine risks only <which would not .
inelude cover from risks other than Marine arising from use of

a ship in transporting 11legal immigrants into Palestine. Such
use would, of eourse, only beecme kmown at soms date subsequent

to the aceeptance of insurance.

1t 18 thought that denial of insurance in the U.K. would
™is cannot

merely lead to the insurance being placed abroad.
be controlled; therefore it would appear, in all the
cireumstances, there would be no advantage in arranging to deny

insurance in the U.K. in respect to ships suspected of intended
use for carrying illegal immigrants.

T am sending copies to Higham, cable and Sehurr,

Yours sinecerely,
fag £ 0 RINNIE

301440 Q¥023¥ 211804 3HL 40 LHD1¥AL0D
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conmemnder W. Evershed, R.N.,
offices of the Cabinet,
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eptember, 1947.
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1 CNNLE

Tmenk yvou for your letter dated 22nd depferber
about insuranee of susgpect ships.

1 question whether your urgument that there would
ne no adwveatage in aprranging to deny insuranes in the
vtnited pingdom sinee it would “merely lead to the
insurance heing vloced »brond" is ¢uite in secordsnee
with the genersal methods the I.1.., Gomaitiee hos
adopted for dealing with illegel immigrntion. It hes
slweys been recognised that there was almost nothing
7 eonld do (shors of lagislation to detsin ships
and srrest on the high seas which Minlsters would not
nermi t) which would ever guarsntee to prevent any

cirmon's partioulay ship asiling. The toctlos emnloyed hove,
in thercfore, consistently heen to impose such obstncles
11t and delays as were within owr powers in the hope that
n. 434}, the ewmalative effect of sush nction would have a
worth-vhile effect, and, on the whole, I think these

taeties have worked.

In any esae the srgument you adduce is egually
appliozble to other measures - such a3 the denial of
0il fuel - where suspect ships can and do turn to
foreign concerns vhen they are refused service by
British firms, MNevertheless, the resulting deluy has
frejguently been worth-vhile.

4 further point that ocours to me ias that if a
ship 1ike Las Templas ic inoured with a British Lirm
1t moy meke the task of cur dinlomats abroad even more
difficult than 1t already is, for I suggest they would
suffer come enbarrussment 1f, for example, when they
were reproaching the Italian Minister of Foreign
AfPeirs for permitting the departure of Loz Tamplas,
1t wus pointed out to them that apparenily the British
governmen$ did not attempt to place obastaelea in the
wey of her sailing oinee she wos insured by & reputable
British i,

Ceble will no doudt remark on the validity of
thia concideration, but ¥ still think 1t would be
useful to huve an insurance expert =2t the nexi meeting
of the orking Party ao that we msy learm something
about - (2) the methods of inswrance; (b) why ships
1ike Las Templzas oome to London for insurance; (o) what
they do if London will not insure them; (d) what sort of
deloy would be imposed; (e) what practical steps could
be taken to prevent suspeot ships from insuring in 7ondon.

1 sm sending oopies of this letter to Higham, Cable
and Scherr.

331440 O¥0I3¥ 9118Nd IHL 40 LHD 1¥AJOD
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MINISTRY OF TRANSSORT

WAR RISKS INSURANCE CFFICH,
148, LEADENHALL STREET,
' LONDON, E,C.3.

WiH/00 36th September, 1947

i)‘ mm, Eﬁq.'
‘The Ministry of Transport,
Barkeley Square House, #W.1l,

Dear Haigh,
PALESTINE DARICRANTS

With reference to our telephonic conversation, and the desire
expressed for the support of the iMarket in preventing vessels sngagsd
in the ebove trade from being insured, you may take it definitely from
ne that the whole Market is not only willing, but anxious to assist in
this matter, I believe that confidentially, snd in no way involving

H.M,G.,, something can be dane.

The main difficulty is that the majority of stsamers are insured
for twelve months, with certain trade limits, and should an owner engage
in this immigrant trade during the currency of his policy, it wculd not
bs poszsible for Underwriters to repudiate the contract,

The case of the "LAS TAMPLAS® is one in point, The vessel happens
to be insured on a thres monthly basis, the last insurance commencing on
the 7th Angust and expiring on the 7th lovember, If the owner mnkes the
objecticnable voyage before the 7th November there is nothing the

Underwriters can do, However, I have discussed the matter coafidentially
with the insurance broker, who happens to be a friend of mine, and he has
told me definitely that when the renewel comes round on the 7tk November
he will watch this point, and will not effect insurance if there is any
chance of the owner engaging in the immigrant business,

That, however, 1z not in itself quits sufficient because the owner
ocan try another broker, and might succeed, Iy suggestion i3 that if I
could be supplied from time to time with the names of suspected steamers
I could arrange for a confidential comminication to be placed before
Underwriters, and assuming there was no period insurance in effect at the
tiwe, I feel sure that it could be arranged that Underwriters would refuse
the risk., Any confidential notice 1ssued to the Underwriters would not

involve H,¥.G., in any way,

If my suggestion 1s considered to be of any value, I shall be glad to
hear further on the subject, and will advise the defdnite steps which I
propose should be talsn, If it is considerod desirable, I shall be glad

to have a personal disoussion with enyone conoerned.

Yours sincerely,

(5gd.) Vi, &, Hargreaves

P.3. The real owner of this vessel seems to be Pandelis resident in iaris,

301440 QH0I3¥ 2178Nd IHL 40 LHDI1¥AJOD
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D. 12,87 p.m, 26th September, 1847,
R. 5,00 p,m, 28th September,1947,
Q Q Q | |

25 n ggllalg%gg received from Bordeaux telegram Ne.27 of
[Begins].
 SEGRET.
' Jewish 1llegal Mgration.

8.3, "Pan Yerk" arrived Bordesux yesterda; loaded 750
tons fuel eﬁnsaned today mid~day for Phillip;y)oville.

[Ends], | |
" Please repeat te Foreigm Office,
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Cypher/0TP
 FROM_ANGORA TO FOREIGN OFFICE
| | ISTANBUL
COIILANDER=40~CHI BF MEDITERRANEAN
Sir D, Kelly De 10,25 a,m, 29th September 1947
29th September 1947 R, 12,50 p.m, 29th September 1947
Repeated to Bucharest

Sofias
Jerusalem

ceccce

TMUIBDI ATE
Jewish immigrant ships.

Ministry of Forei%n Affairs informs me that Paduceh
and Northlends passed Istanbul without stopping sat midnight

September 27th,

Foreign OUffice 1Ecass to Commander-in- Chief liediterranean
and Bucharest as my telegrams Nos.1 and 12 respectively,

[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for repetition
to Commender-in~Chief editerranean,
Repeated to Bucharest],

67878 e O4d..
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QUT FILE

{This felegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the suthorised reciplent end not passed on. ]

E.9011/84/31 .. . ",
' Confidentisl, |
CYPHER/OTE CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BUCHAREST NO, 1,012
SOFIA  NQ. 1,322

30th September, 1947, D: 11,00 pem, 30th September,1947.

Repeated to: Angora No, 822, )
Moscow. No., 3,o§o,) Immediate,

Commandeiﬁin~0hief, WMedi terrancan,
CONFIDENTIAL

iy telegram No., 1,003 to Buchsrest and my telegrsm
No, 623 to Angora [of 29th and 30th September: Jewish
illegal immigration],

You will probably know by now where "Psducsh" snd
"Northlands" embarked their passengers and whether or not
this wss done with the connivance of the suthorities,

You should frsme your representatiens about "Pan Crescent"
accordingly, If Jews were embsrked in defiance of locel
instructions (as assursnces given by Bulgarisn Gevernment,
in particulaer, would suggest) you mey find fellewing
additienal argument useful. Weston Trading Cempany (whe
owned "Nerthlsnds") are new in liguidation and sre reperted
to be administered by F, and B, Cerpsny (whe awn '"Pan
Crescent"), Bulgsrisn (er Reureonian) Geovernment weuld,
theretere, be justified in impesing » heavy fine en
"Northlands" snd seizing "Pan Crescent" as security fer
its payment, Frenci Gevernment teek similer sctien when
they selzed "Nerthlsnds™ ss security fer fines impesed -
on "President Warfield". In that instance, unfertunately,
fine was small enough te be paid, thus relessing
"Nerthlands", Bulgsrisn (er Reumsnisn) Gevermment should
endesveur te aveid that errer,

2. I actien prepesed In wy telcpr:.: e, 023 te Angera
is te be e¢flective, His Majesty's Ambecsszader in Angeras
nust hsve ezdvence werning ef "Pan Crescent's" mevements,
You sheuld make every effert te kecp her under

ebservatisn and to repert her movementis,

67878 ¢ [OF I
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[This telegram is of particular seerccy and should be
retained by the suthorised recipiens and not passed on]

Confidential,
Cypher/OTP,

N, 5092,
De 11,00 pems 30th September 1947,
30th September, 1947,

Repeated to Angora Ng,824
Bucharest No, 1014
Sef iﬂ. Noe 15240
Commander-in~Chief lilediterrancan
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t le%ﬁams Nos,1012 to Bucharest and 825 te
of 30th September: Jewish illegal immigratienm].

Wwhen His lMajesty's Representative in Sefia (er
Bucharest) reperts the nature of his representatiens
abeut "Pan Crescent", please take the matter up with
Seviet Government and endeavour te enlist their suppert

lecsally.
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em is of particular secrecy and should be ]

|This telegr
sed recinient and not passed on

retained by the authori

£9011/84/31
confidential
Cypher/OTP

o, 823 |
september 30th,1947. De 12415 aems October 1st,1947.

Bucharest o, 1013
1oscow NOe 91 Iunediate

goflia 1io. 1323
Commander=in=Chief Vediterrsnean

S8888

Repeated to

My telegram iiO. 1003 to nucharest [of Sept
Jewish illegal jmmigration] and my telegram 0.
Buchsrest [of September 30th 1.

npan Crescent" entered D rdanelles on evening of
september 29th.

aaua;ajba

revent her reaching

9, It is most important to
Jews on board, both because of

palestine waters with.
her very lsrge cspacity and because she may prove to be
wunboardable" .

3, In my telegram NO. 715, I suggested that
y * thould be utilised to
our

provisions ontreux Convention S
traits of "Paducah" and in

revent passage through S
on reported favourable Turkish reaction.

elegram No. 005 ¥
Your telegram Noe. 676 shows, however, that both "Paducah"
Y4s without stopping

301440 Q¥OI3¥ 2178Nd IHL 30 LHO 1¥AJOD

and "Northlands" passed through Stra

for sanitary inspection preseribed by Asrticle & of |
Convention, Please press Turkish Government most strongly -
to detair "Pan Creseent" as suggested in my te logram

No. 713 and to take precautions against similar evasion of —
inspeetion. You should also suggest impesing a2 fine on
wNorthlands" fer her iafraction Turkish law and selzing
wpgn Creseent" as security therefor.

NOQNOT




VVARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypler or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to
persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

. - (*Notr : Messages shown ag having been sent in a Oneﬁ%ﬁp@é{& eptembers

. “O.T.D.” are excepted from this rule.)
From¢C. in C. iled. Lfloat. Date. 29=0=ir 7.

end. 1730,

SECRETEX.,

I

To v ;‘Ldtﬂi ra, 11: Ve
Tn”c.Conapl, High Con. Palestine., G, in C. lied. ilalta.

T RORELHT.

e

TTTTT]

Detailed description of PN CRESCENT signalled by CHILDERS
indicates she may be extremcly difficult to board underway, Her
large tonnage , high sides and fant that several of her fifteen
foot lonz steel cargo derricks could be securcd on board
horizontally will be foraidable obstacles, and she is reported
to have extensive stean pipes round upper deck; indeed she may prove

to be in the category "unboardable,

T

2. ollowing information of intended tactics received froa
N.0.I.Ce Trieste; on arrival in Palestinec territorial waters

passengers disembark in small boats and when ecapty ship will be
sunk to prevent reshipment of immigrants in her. 4 motor launch

will land crew at prepared place wherc provision will be made for
their return journeye

3. Requost every possible measure be taken to prevent this

ship leaving a Black Sea port loaded and that Turkish authorities
be pressed to apply procedurc outlined in paragraph three of
i, 261028 sugust (not to all) if she does soOa
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1t Lord.

1st Sel. (3)
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Naval Seorctarye.
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ILLOGAL IMSICRATION.

Two Jewi 11lerol immisrant shins, o0 : nd NORTHL.ANDS
nave no cn intercentzd off Iaifa. ¢ congidcr is clmost
certoin t igrants on board probably some l4; 000 in number were
embarke , in oul eria in gpite of renheated resresentotions
on - carian Governmente -

y of Toreim ..ffoirs
~ , : ter, Sofic, that Lul:
CGovernment I 318 : 2l to revent these cmbarkations
since Jews vere 1in order ond oll Jews ollowed to embarlk
for .ersin, Turkey, 3yria, Lebanon or = yoHt. ..8
extremcly unlikely thot ony of these states woul
~roent visas to Jewish immi-ronts, we have asked sul—arim Govern
for written confirmction of their attitude.

331440 Q¥OJ3¥ J178Nd 3IHL 40 LHD I¥ALOD

are
Comany, owners of

believed to he successor '
NORTIHL,ANDS, has arrived 2t Constanza and is exnhected to attempt
5 ¢

to embork 5,000 Jows. R
Government Lut we do not
from ulsarian CGovernmen

Se eanwhile, o fupthcr vesscl 2L17 Cll T, whosc owners
S

NOQNHOT

wregentotions are Leln s made to oumanian

“

et better co-onserntion from them than

CiL
o
Uas

Ambassador Jnora has been instructed to

L

Turkish Government urcent need for Hreventing
[ hassin; throush Dardanclles en route for salestine,
retext for holdin her Article 3 of lLiontreux Convention

cs sanitary inspection for all shins Hossins Straits,.

. Ashton-Gwrotkin
Jei' oG, Finch (L)
Jeina Cabl :
K. varnes (4)
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. v’(;iSft 4 Wilton Place,
LF0/194 London, S.W.1l.
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London, 30th September, 1947.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's note No.
& 8450/84/31 with regards to the two ships "Paducah” and
"Northlands", both of which are expected to attempt to embark
Jewish illegal immigrants from a Black Sea Port in the very

near future.

1 have taken all the necessary steps with our Government
to withdraw registration of these ships but it seems that our
Government instructed our Minister in Paris to do the necessary
investigations. Up to the present moment I have .had no further
news about these ships, although I am of the opinion that our
Government seems reluctant to take immediate steps due to
information sent directly to Panama by our Consul General in
London with regards to an alleged boycto suf fered by our ships
in territorial waters and sea-ports of the United Kingdom.

I was instructed by our Government to take the necessary
steps with the Foreign Office in order to cease these alleged
boycots and addressed to you my Note LF0/152 of August 4th
and was replied by your Note No. AN 3051/11/32 of 16th September
in which you state that "the Panamanian Government can rest

assured that if any measures such as you mentlon have in fact
been taken, it has been solely because the ship concerned has

been suspected of engaging in this traffic". The Foreign Office
also asked in this note ror the names of the Panamanian ships
which are alleged to have been subjected to discriminations

I asked our Consul General in London to furnish me with these

names but up to the present moment no reply has been received
by me. ’
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s of cablegrams

I have the honour to copy translation
s Exteriores

crossed between myself and our Ministerio de Relacione
with regards to these ships:

EXTERIORES/

The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin,
Hd.M. Secretary for Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Office,
S.W.1l.




£EGACION DE PANAMA

"EXTERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 40 STOP LONDON NEWSPAPERS
"HAVE NEWS SHIP PANAMA FLAG IS MEDITERRANEAN PORTS BUYING
"PROVISIONS AND SUPPLIES TWO THCUSAND PASSENGERS ALTHOUGH
"SHIP HAS NO FACILITIES CN BOARDS THESE NUMBER PASSENGERS
"STOP SHIP NAMED PADUCAH ACCRODING NEWSPAPERS NOT
"REGISTERED ANY MARITIME REGISTER STOP THIS LEGATION ASKS
"INVESTIGATION CUR SHIPS SECTICN TC VERIFY REGISTRATICON
"THIS SHIP AND ACT SUCH WAY PREVENT THIS SHIP CRAWLS
"PALESTINE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS CAUSING OUR REPUTATION
"ONCE MCRE IN DOUBT - MINISTER PCRRAS

"PANALEGA - LONDON - NUMBER 218 STOP REFERENCE YOURS 40
INFORM YOU GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED MINISTER PARIS
"INVESTIGATE CASE SHIP PADUCAH ALSO SHIP NORTHLANDS
"ACCUSED ATTEMPTS ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES STOP AWAITING
"INF ORMATION MINISTER PARIS TAKE CORRESPONDING ACTICN -

"E

"EXTERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 45 STOP IN FRIENDLY
"CONFERENCE WITH MINISTER BEVIN TODAY HE ASKED ME TO
"ASK OUR GOVERNMENT TAKE NECESSARY STEPS AGAINST SHIPS
"PADUCAH AND NORTHLANDS ENGAGED ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND
"SMUGGLING JEWS PALESTINE STOP THESE ACCUSATIONS FOUNDED
"STOP IGNORING IF MINISTER PARIS INVESTIGATED CASE BUT
"AM OF OPINION GOVERNMENT MUST CANCEL REGISTRATION THESE
"SHIPS AND ALL OTHER SHIPS THAT USING OUR FLAG DISCREDIT
"OUR COUNTRY AND VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL LAWS - MINISTER

"PORRAS

321440 Q¥OI3¥ 2178Nd IHL 40 LHD 14ALOD
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In view that 1 did not receive any answer to my cablegram
No. 45 to our Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, I sent them
my cablegram No. 47, which I take the liberty to translate:

"EXTERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 47 STOP - RECEIVED NOTE
"POREIGN OFFICE IN WHICH WITH MANY DETAILS THEY PROVE
"PANANA SHIPS PADUCAH AND NORTHLANDS PREPARE EMBARK
"BLACK SEA PORTS ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT JEWS TO PALESTINE
"STOP MINISTER BEVIN INSISTS THIS PROBLEM IS UREGENT
"AND EXCEPTIONALLY IMPORTANT STOP HE ASKS ME TO TAKE

/NECESSARY




\S

BNECESSARY STEPS IN ORDER OUR GOVERNMENT TAKE NECESSARY
"MEASURES TO PREVENT ILLEGAL ACTS VIOLATING RESOLUTION
"APPROVED GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNO 15 MAY LAST STOP
"SURPRISED MY CABIE 45 NOT ANSWERED BECAUSE THIS PROBLEM
"IS VERY GRAVE AND DOES NOT ACCEPT DELAYS OR EVASSIVE
"ACTIONS WILL CAUSE HARM OUR COUNTRY STOP SHALL BE
"OBLIGED INSTRUCT ME SOCN AS POSSIBLE - MINISTER PORRAS

Your Excellency will note from these cablegrams that I
have taken all the necessary steps to cease the illegal traffic of
our ships, but there seems that hidden forces, specially in
London, have great interest in preventing an investigation and
any action by our Government. In view of this, I communicated
directly by cablegram with the President of Panama himself and

have been granted permission to leave England and direct myself
to Panama in order to give the necessary information to start
a general investigation and punish the guilty parties.

1 shall be most obliged if Your Excellency could supply
me with the necessary information with regards to specific
cases of ships suspected of being engaged in illegal activities,
cases in which Consular inspections are a farse, etc., etc.

With this information I promise Your Excellency that I
will use all my power and influence in order that our Government
take the necessary steps in ceasing and preventing our ships
to commit illegal actions, for I do not accept that any person
should take advantage of our Flag for the making of easy

fortunes.

301440 G¥0I3¥ 9178Nd IHL 40 LHDI1¥AOD

NOONO

Believe me, Your Excellency, with my highest esteem and

consideration,
Yours sincerely,

-
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No. 1 9082/84/31

J.B.

Mr. Greenway,

FANAMA
(%romv

Mr. Burrowa)

.".
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FOREIGN OFFICE,
)} & October
ébeﬂvx <§4ﬂam~dou11

I enclose a copy of the note we have
received from the Panamanian Minister in
reply to our note number E8450/84/31 of
September 17t@)of which & copy has alreaay
gone to you. This shouldcgg read in con-
junction with the lettersofy pH& (nirbes
from the Panamanian Consul—ngerai to}Beith
of which I also enclose g:!g;?;.

It would seem that the Panamanian
Legation and Consulate-General are not
exactly a "kappy ship". The facts are
briefly as follows. The Kastern Department
have been in touch with Moralés, the Consul-
ngeral, for some months in recgard to Pana-
manian ships suspected of heing involved in
Jewish illegal immigration. Morales has
been distinetly co-operative both in the
matter of suspect ships in British ports
(which is specifically his own business)
and also on the general question. In the
case of one or two suspect ships in British
ports upon which administrative delays
have been imposed, Morales ha§ naturally
received complaints from the owners which
he points out that he was forced by routine
procedure to pass on to Panama. e are
willing to believe, however, that he has
not pressed these complaints, and he claims
to have made searching enquiries of the
masters offsUspect ships which we may have

drawn to his attention.

/ Until

989 18 O

AR AL

T
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Until a short time ago, the Minister

limited himself to indignant correspondence (yuta (ht F0
about newspaper articles discfediting the -
Panamanian flag in coﬁnection with the il-

legal immigrant traffic., He did, however,

recently have an interview with the Secretar

of State during which the latter spoke strong-

ly to him on .the subject: of suspect :Pana-. .

manian ships. This was followed up. by our.

note .of September 17th., As a result of this
-pressure,and_posé{gi&ufpfrpoliticalvréasons

of his own,. the Minister is now apparently.

taking the ‘question -of suspect ships.serious

2 s R

i,

ly-and,waccording'télh s Consul-General,. is

243450,

IN THIS MARGIN.

trying to make the latter a sdapegoat,a He.

claimsfthat‘theﬂConsul#General:hasabeenﬁtoo.
free in fbrwérdingLship-0wnersf_proteSts‘to
Panama and.that he is-working in league with

the shipping side:of the: traffice .. - .
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Morales appeais to. be very much afraid
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that his Minister will try and get him.into

.JHeghag&asknguq.to‘help'qgm,and we
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attached semi-official letter. These.local

intrigues have little mportance,:. but. you
should perhaps be informed of them in case.
the Minister. returns to Panama}andAmakeé‘a
fuss. He appears to be an irresponsible man,

and we should be. sorry if he did any serious

e o

eTn
£

&3

harm to Morales;who has apparently done his

best for us Tnadifficult circumstances..
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" FOREIGN OFFICE, S.%.l.
14th October, 1947.

(E 9082/8l/31)

CONFIDENT IAL.

jl?&w» (%12&0««)CL71/

I enclose a copy of the note we have received
from the Panamanian iiinister in reply to our note
number E 8.50/84/31 of the 17th September, of which
a copy has already gone o you. This should be
read in conjunction with the letters of the lst and
6th Uetober from the Panamanian Consul-General to
Beith of which I alsc cnclose copies.

It would seem that the Panamanian Legation and
Consulate-General are not exactly a "happy ship".
The facts are briefly as follows, The Eastern
Department have been in touch with liorales, the
Consul-General, for some moniths in regard to Panamanian
ships suspected of being involved in Jewish illegal
immigration, Koralcs has been distinctly co-operative
both in the matter of suspect ships in British ports
(which is specifically his own business) and also on
the general qguestion. In the case of one or two
suspect ships in British ports upon whi